
Updates 
February 12, 2024

FDA: Forthcoming Food Regulatory Guidances for 2024

 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently released an updated list of guidance documents that the
agency plans to publish in draft or final form throughout 2024. Notable guidance topics for 2024 include the
following:

Lead levels. As part of FDA's Closer to Zero action plan, FDA intends to finalize its draft guidance on
action levels for lead in food intended for babies and young children. The current draft guidance was
published in January 2023.
Arsenic and Cadmium levels. FDA also plans to publish separate draft guidances regarding action levels
for arsenic, as well as cadmium in food intended for babies and young children.
Plant-based food labeling. FDA intends to publish draft guidance titled "Labeling of Plant-Based
Alternatives to Animal-Derived Foods." This follows last year's release of FDA's draft guidance on
Labeling of Plant-Based Milk Alternatives.

https://perkinscoie.com/insights-search?f[0]=insights_type:6
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-documents-regulatory-information-topic-food-and-dietary-supplements/foods-program-guidance-under-development
https://www.fda.gov/food/environmental-contaminants-food/closer-zero-reducing-childhood-exposure-contaminants-foods
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/draft-guidance-industry-labeling-plant-based-milk-alternatives-and-voluntary-nutrient-statements


Voluntary sodium reduction goals. FDA plans to publish the second edition of its draft guidance on
voluntary sodium reduction goals for commercially processed, packaged, and prepared foods.
FDA's Food Traceability Rule. FDA plans to publish draft guidance in question-and-answer format to
further facilitate compliance with this rule, which comes into effect in January 2026. This would expand
on the agency's recent resources on the Food Traceability Rule, previously highlighted in this Update.
HARPC: Preventive Controls for Chemical Hazards. FDA intends to publish Chapter 12 of its Draft
Guidance titled "Hazard Analysis and Risk-Based Preventive Controls for Human Food Guidance."
Chapter 12 will cover preventive control for chemical hazards.
Cultivated meat premarket consultation guidance. FDA intends to release draft guidance regarding the
premarket consultation process for cultivated meat (also referred to as Cultured Animal Cell Foods in
FDA parlance).

The complete list includes possible new topics for guidance documents or revisions to existing guidance
documents that FDA's Foods Program is actively considering. FDA explains that several factors may affect the
agency's ability to issue the listed guidances, including new administration priorities and emerging public health
issues, among other circumstances. FDA may also publish guidance documents on topics not included in the
current list.

Perkins Coie's Food and Beverage Regulatory team interfaces extensively with FDA and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) on behalf of our clients and is available to provide additional insights on these and related
issues.

© 2024 Perkins Coie LLP

Authors

Brian P. Sylvester

Partner
BSylvester@perkinscoie.com      202.434.1669    

Thomas (Tommy) Tobin

Counsel
TTobin@perkinscoie.com      206.359.3157    

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/guidance-industry-voluntary-sodium-reduction-goals
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/guidance-industry-voluntary-sodium-reduction-goals
https://www.perkinscoie.com/en/news-insights/fda-announces-new-food-traceability-resources.html
https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents/draft-guidance-industry-hazard-analysis-and-risk-based-preventive-controls-human-food
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-documents-regulatory-information-topic-food-and-dietary-supplements/foods-program-guidance-under-development
https://perkinscoie.com/professionals/brian-p-sylvester
mailto:BSylvester@perkinscoie.com
tel:202.434.1669
https://perkinscoie.com/professionals/thomas-tommy-tobin
mailto:TTobin@perkinscoie.com
tel:206.359.3157


Carrie Akinaka

Associate
CAkinaka@perkinscoie.com      206.359.6534    

Explore more in

Food & Beverage      Retail & Consumer Products   

Related insights

Update

Wrapping Paper Series: Issues and Trends Facing the Retail Industry During the Holiday
Season

Update

New Statutory Requirements for Commercial Leases: SB 1103 Updates California Laws
for Landlords and Commercial Tenants

https://perkinscoie.com/professionals/carrie-akinaka
mailto:CAkinaka@perkinscoie.com
tel:206.359.6534
https://perkinscoie.com/industries/food-beverage
https://perkinscoie.com/industries/retail-consumer-products
https://perkinscoie.com/insights/update/wrapping-paper-series-issues-and-trends-facing-retail-industry-during-holiday
https://perkinscoie.com/insights/update/wrapping-paper-series-issues-and-trends-facing-retail-industry-during-holiday
https://perkinscoie.com/insights/update/new-statutory-requirements-commercial-leases-sb-1103-updates-california-laws
https://perkinscoie.com/insights/update/new-statutory-requirements-commercial-leases-sb-1103-updates-california-laws

