
Newsroom 
June 18, 2020
2
min  
Press Release

Perkins Coie Applauds Supreme Court’s DACA Ruling

Firm Attorneys Had Filed an Amicus Brief Before the Court on Behalf of 165 Colleges Opposed to the Trump
Administration's Action

WASHINGTON, D.C. (June 18, 2020) – Perkins Coie applauds the Supreme Court ruling that rejects the
Trump administration's move to cancel the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program that gave
legal protections and work authorizations to hundreds of thousands of undocumented immigrants, or
"Dreamers," who came to the United States as children.

The Supreme Court, in a 5-4 ruling, said the administration had acted arbitrarily in ending the DACA program
and that it failed to provide adequate reasons for canceling the program. Perkins Coie had filed an Amicus Brief
before the court on behalf of 165 colleges and institutions of higher learning who were opposed to the
administration's action.

"We are pleased with the Supreme Court's ruling recognizing that the Trump administration acted arbitrarily in
ending the DACA program for undocumented youth, many of whom have studied and worked hard to become
successful and contributing members of our society," said Bruce Spiva, Perkins Coie's Washington, D.C., office
managing partner and a political trial lawyer. "Dreamers were raised and educated in our country as Americans.
DACA enabled them to remain here legally, pursue an education, and work, and has been recognized as a highly
successful and valuable program by 165 colleges and institutions of higher learning across the country."

The Trump Administration announced it was rescinding DACA on September 5, 2017. Legal challenges to the
move were filed in the United States District Court for the Northern District of California, the District of
Columbia, and the Eastern District of New York. In all three cases, lower courts either enjoined or vacated
Petitioners' decision to rescind DACA. These cases were each appealed to their respective circuit courts before
the U.S. Supreme Court granted certiorari and consolidated the cases.

The Perkins Coie team that drafted and filed the Amicus Brief also included Counsel Amanda Callais, and
Associate Rebecca Mears.

Perkins Coie is a leading international law firm that is known for providing high-value, strategic solutions and
extraordinary client service on matters vital to our clients' success. With more than 1,200 lawyers in offices
across the United States and Asia, we provide a full array of corporate, commercial litigation, intellectual
property, and regulatory legal advice to a broad range of clients, including many of the world's most innovative
companies and industry leaders as well as public and not-for-profit organizations.
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